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Introduction to the Qinghai-Tibet Railroad

TheTibet Plateau, also known as Qingha-Tibe Plateau (ch. Qingzang Gaoyuan)
in Chinag, stretches outin thewestern region of theP.R.C. The plateau has an average
elevation of 3000-4000meters abovethesealevel and for that reason sometimesit is
referred to as @herodf of theworld.OOn this plateau there rise some of the highest
mountinsand mountin rangesin theworld. There are the Himalaya Mountinsin the
south, the Kunlun Mouniansand Tangula Mountinsin the eastwest, and Gangdise
Moutainsand NyenchthanglhaMountinsin the center. Therefore, that isaregion fenced
by snowy mountinsand Tibeanscall it Qheland of snows.OAs the Chinese name for
the plateau suggests, the Tibetan AutonamousRegion and Qingha Province lie onthe
plateau.

TheQingha-Tibe Railroad (ch. Qingzang Tielu, tib. mdodbuslcagdam) starts
from Xining, the capital city of Qingha Province and endsin Lhasa. The condruction of
therailroad started in 1959with the suppot of Charman Mao, butdueto theinadequacy
of technologies required to build arailroad in such a climatically and geographically
chdlenging region and thelack of funding at thetime it stoppel in Golmud, Qingha
Province, in 1978.Thecompleted section from Xining to Golmud started to opeatein
1984.

The congruction of theremaining section of the Qingha-Tibet Railroad resumed
on 29 June2001as an important project in the Western Development campaign (ch. Xibu
dakaifa). Thislargescale development campagnwas initiated at theturn of the century.
Its god was to bridgethegrowing sodal, econormic and developmental gagps beween the
coastal east and the landlocked west in China Since the establishment of the Tibetan
AutononmousRegion its econonic conditionshave notimproved significantly compare to
the other regionsin China Thetypica govenment reasoning istha thetrangportation
infrastructure was not efficient enoughto suppot rapid econormic development. Prior to
the completion of therailroad, there were four major roads and two airports linking the
TAR with therest of the county. However, theroad conditionswere not always good
and air travel was expensve.

TheQingha-Tibe Railroad wasfinished in Augud 2005.1t is 1956km (1.218
miles) longand touted by the Chinese govanment as the highest environment-friendly
raillroad in theworld. It was said to have created many engineering marvels and described
as an engineering miracle.

On July 1, 2006,there was a big ceremony at thetrain station in Golmud. The
Chinese President Hu Jintao cut thered ribbonto mark the beginning of therailroad
opeations At the ceremony President Hu Jintao said, Orhe project is notonly a
magnificent feat in China@ history of railway condruction, but also a great miracle of the
world@railroad history.OHe said, Orhis successful practice has madeit clear agan to the
people at largethat diligent and intelligent Chinese people are ambitious self-confident



and capable of standing amongthe world@ advanced nations (xinhua 07/02/06) In many
ways the Qingha-Tibe Railroad represents and reflects China today.

The Chinese govanment has spent 28 5 billion Yuan ($3.68 billion) to build the
Qingha-Tibet Railroad. They built arailroad that was conddered ssimply impossible
because the plateau posed many engineering difficulties dueto its high altitudeand the
harsh climate. From Golmudto L hasa, there are high mountain passes like Tanggul
Shankouand alarge section of therailroad is bdow the freezing temperature year round
However, despite al kindsof difficulties, the Chinese engineers built therailroad
successfully at an average elation of 4000meters. Orhe Kunlun Rangeis a guaantee that
therailway will never get to Lhasa.O(Theroux; 479) is often quoted by the Chinese media
and writers to say tha Chinese are capable. Indeed, they proved that Ompossibleis
nothing.O

| arrived in Xining on Junel to start theresearch on therailroad. Since the
completion of therailroad the media, both naiond and internaiond, have been reporting
extengvely ontherailroad. The media GrrazeOtha therailroad generated became even
more intengve in June jug onemonth before thetrial opeationsof therailroad. Since
the gtart of therailroad congructionthe govenment has been tirelessly promoting the
raillroad throughall channds of communication. As the opeation day neared | could hear
more and more people talking abouttherailroad. People were eager to see the moment
when theiron QainbowQ a populr metaphorused by the govanment propagandaorgans
to describethetrain, would appear onthe plateau.

The Government Propaganda

The Sky Road
Early in the morning | stand on the green pasture and see the divine eagle
wearing beautiful light, flying across the blue sky like an auspicious patch of
cloud, bringing good fortune to the Tibetan men and women.

At dusk | stand between the high mountains hoping for the railroad to be built to
my hometown. A long huge iron dragon would climb over mountains, bringing
happiness to the snow-land.

That would be such an amazing sky road, sending all the warmth in the human

world to the frontiers. From then on the mountains are no longer high, and the

roads no longer long. And men and women of every ethnic group would come
together.

That would be such an amazing sky road, leading us to the heaven in the human
world.
Barley wine and butter tea would taste even more sweet. The happy singing
voice will spread in four directions. The happy singing voice will spread in four
directions.

Thesongcalled Sky Road was played five times on thetrain to Lhasa from
Xining on July 15"in both Mandain and Tibetan. This songwas written fromthe



viewpoint of a Tibetan and it came out shortly after the start of the condruction of the
railroad. It became popukrized by the state only after the completion of therailroad. It
singsaboutthe Tibetan people anticipaing the Qingha-Tibet Railroad and ther
prospects of a bright future ahead with therailroad. In this songthere are some
noteworthy phrases tha the govenment propagandaappaatus has been usngto describe
therailroad. Therailroad is described as Gky road,Owhich would seem to take people®
imaginaionsto a fantasyland. This metaphaica phrase does not only suggest the high
atitudeof Tibe but also nicely fitsin the picture of Tibet that isoften portrayed asa
heavenly place on earth in the Chinese maindream mediain recent years.

A Qine of hgppinessO(xingfuxian) best describes the theme of therailroad
promoters. This song has been used to promote therailroad. Thisis an auspiciousroad
tha would only bring hgppiness and progoerity. Thisis an amazing road tha has
overcome the high mountins and other geographical obdacles. Thisisaroad that
shortensthedistance between Tibe and therest of the county both in time and space. In
tha sense this road bringspeople of different ethnic groupstogeher and unite them unde
onecommon naion. Therailroad would incorporate the TAR into the Chinese people®
imagined community, the Chinese nation, usng Anda'son@definition of nation as an
imagined community. A Tibetan woman in Lhasasaid, Orherailroad would demystify
Tibet for many people outside of the TAR because the TAR with therailroad is much
more accessible. Some people in theinterior Chinaeven thoughttha the TAR was an
indgrendent county.OThis songis thusagoodoverview of thethemes drummed aloud
in thegovernment propaganda

Amongthemog enthusagtic railroad promoters there are government officials at
different levels, engineers, and busness people. They have advocated therailroad
throughall forms of populr mediasuch as TV, nevspapers, www, radio, magazines,
billboads pogers and etc. These promoters have concentrated on different themes to win
people@ suppot and appreciation of therailroad.

For the govenment officials, Qelling the bitternessOof theworkersis a
conventiond way of asking for praises and appreciation from people. In the case of
building therailroad the govenment has doacumented therailroad engineers and builders
telling thar bitterness. In the mediathere are many repornts ontherailroad builders and
thar persond accounts. On the official webdgte of therailroad in Chinese (Qingzang tielu
wang) there is a section devoted entirely to theliterature onthe people building the
railroad. The mgority of the literatureis focused on the hardshipstha therailroad
workers endeavored and the close relationdhipsthey established with thelocal people and
theland.

Television as an important communication medium is an essential tool for
promoting therailroad. Since the start of therailroad condructionthere have been TV
news and doaumentaries on the building of therailroad. They have been frequently aired
ontheChinaCentral TV channdstha virtudly reach every corner of thecounty. The
first train leaving from Golmd for Lhasa was broadcasted live on CCTV 4,aTV channd
targeting mainly at the Chinese audience abroad. When thefirst train arrived at the Lhasa
train station, there was a big welcome prepared. The Tibetan dancers danced at the station
and offered Kabtang to thetrain staff and passenge's. Mog of the passengas onthefirst
train were themediaworkers such as joumdistsand TV reporters. The Chinese
govanment also invited many internaiond mediaworkersto report ontherailroad.



While | was doingtheresearch | realized thegreat impact the media had on the
congiousness of people. People paticularly in thecities who have more expoaure to the
media proved it true They told me mogly what the govenment media said aboutthe
railroad when | asked them abouttherailroad. Here is my short interview with a Han
local taxi driver in Xiningtha would illugrate it;

Tse: How isthe busness?

Zhang: Thebusnessis OK. There are many Taxis now. It( very compdtitive.

Tse: Now therailroad isfinished. Do you think it will affect your busness?

Zhang: Definitely. There will belots of tourists coming here.

Tse: What do youthink abouttherailroad?

Zhang. Therailroad is goodfor sure. Xizang (Tibet) will develop fast with the

railroad. People there will benefit themod. There will be more people going

there.

Tse: Do you think there will beany negdive effect?

Zhang: | don®think so, otherwise the state would not spend so much money on

therailroad. It was absolutely built for the bendfit of the peoplein Xizang. The

state will not gan any econorric profits. They say the state would never beable to

earn back the money tha was spent on therailroad.

Tse: How did you know aboutall this?

Zhang; The TV and newspgpers al say tha.

However, it does not mean that people bdieve in everything tha the media say. In
fact, people have thar explanaionsand opinionson therailroad that are notheard in the
media. On the June10" | was onthetrain to Golmud. People aroundme started talking
aboutthe Qingha-Tibet Railroad that was scheduled to opeate within two weeks.

My Railroad Journey to Golmud

Q have been onthetrain for more than three hours now. | have talked to some
people hanging aroundme. They look relaxed and seem eager to find somethingto doin
order to kill sometime. Thisisaten-hourtrip. Therailroad is part of the Qingha-Tibet
Railroad, which will be opeationd next month. Therailroad has become ahot topic tha
people talk aboutonthetrain now. A man sitting across from me throws out a question
asking the prices of theticketsto Lhasa. It lookslike tha people cannotanswer tha
guestion, but they expressed thar ideas. Some say it would be more expensve to take the
train to Tibet, while others think tha thetrain tickets would not betoo expensve because
Tibetansdo not have a lot of money.O(A short excerpt from my field notes, 06/14/2006)

They were a car dealer and his assistant, a solider in plain clothes, and a Hui
restaurant owner in Golmud. | did not participae in the conveasation actively. | took outa
notebook and jotted down thar conveasation. Here is thar convesation regarding the
Qingha-Tibet Railroad.

Car Dealer Li: | think therailroad was not built just for accelerating the
econonical development. It isapolitical project (zhenzhi gongden). Therailroad
was built to show theworld tha the Chinese state cared aboutthe TAR and the
Tibetan people. They spent ahugeamountof money ontherailroad.

Solider Wang: Therailroad explainsonething tha Chinahas the capability to



build arailroad like this and now Chinahas grown powerful in many aspects.
Assistant Zhao: Now therailroad is completed. Are thetroopsstill needed to
smooth out theflows of goodsbeween the TAR and theinterior land (neidi) in
Golmud.

Solider Wang: We are mainly there to keep the stability of theregion. Also, we
need to protect therailroad. Since the outbreak of the Sino-Indian war in the 1960s
India has been hogile to China They want to take revengeon ther miserable
defeat. Therefore therailroad has a great significance for thedomestic defense.

Car Dealer Li: Therailroad has donea goodjob protecting the eco-system and the
endangeaed animals. Therailroad madeway for the Tibetan antelopes. Now many
people take interest in the wellbeing of theantelopes. Now there are less people
broaching them, right?

Restaurant Owner Ma: In Golmud there are few broachers. Before mogt
broachers were based in Golmud because Golmud is close to the place where the
Tibetan antelopes live. Now the government is seriousaboutthe protection of these
animals. The Tibetan antelope has become a mascot for the Bejing Olympics.
People do not dare broach.

Golmudisasmall indugrial city in Qingha Province. It is also known as the salt
lake city in Chinabecause of its famousChaha Salt Lake, which isthebiggest inland salt
lake in theworld. Golmud isthe biggest produdion base for salt, potassium and
magnesium extracted from the salt lakes. There are a'so hugenatural gas reserves. This
regionisaso rich with minerals like god coppe, jade and preciousstones. The mgjority
of the peopleliving in this city are Han from outside of the province. They are workingin
the services such as restaurants and hotels, and huge state-owned factories. My
informants mogly taxi driverstold me tha there was a significant decrease of thecity
popuktionin Golmud after the completion of therailroad. As aresult, ther busness was
affected in anegative way. Before therailroad was completed people traveling to the
TAR ove land had to stop in Golmud. Now Lhasais directly linked with therailroad to
themajor Chinese cities like Beijing, Chengdu,Chonggng, Guangzhou, and Shangha.
Therefore, people working in the service indugries expressed theview tha there would
beless people coming to Golmud and they would not be able to earn as much money as
they used to. They were pessimistic aboutthe future of Golmud. They agreed tha the
building of therailroad broughthugechanges to the city and benefited the city
tremendousy because the state invested alot of money ontherailroad and it started from
Golmud. However, according to these people the completion of therailroad meant the
stop of development in Golmud. They were worried that there would beless tourists
coming to visit aplace like Golumd. Thus they all seem to condudethat therailroad
would begoodonly for theecononic development of the TAR and bad for Golmud.

Neverthdess, the Golmud govenment is promoting Golmud as atourist place and
the produdion base for impartant chemicals such potassium. Jug ten days before thetrial
opeaationsof theQingha-Tibet Railroad thecity government spon®red a cultural art
festival, inviting some popular Chinese singasto thecity. During thefestival there was
an elegant exhibit show of the minerals in the sample cases to attract investments.

In Golmud the buses going to Lhasa were owned privately by the Salar men from
Xunhua They trangported the people who stoppetd there by either busor train on theway



to Lhasa. When | asked them aboutthe possible effects of therailroad they responded
tha they would have to lower theticket pricesin order to stay in thebusness. Many of
my informants told me tha they would prefer to take thetrain to Lhasa because the
railroad travel is safe, fast, comfortable and affordable. However, it seemed like thebus
drivers were notdriven out of busness. When | wasin Lhasa, many Tibetan pilgrims |
met told me that they came by bus They said it was difficult to buy atrainticket in
Xining so they took thebusand pad a highe price than a hard-seat ticket (yinwo) onthe
train. Surprisingly, according to these Tibetan pilgrims all thebuses were packed and
mog busriders were the Tibetan pilgrims and the migrant workers from Sichuan. In
Lhasal went to thebusstation located at the east side of the city and talked to some bus
drivers going to Qingha. They told me tha thebus was nomally full, even thoughthe
raillroad had opeated for afew weeks by then. So in the early stage of therailroad
opeaationsthe busservice was not affected significantly. In Lhasa | read anews article
saying tha for thefirst timetheairplanetickets to and out of Lhasa were sold with a
discount

Althoughthe railroad would be bad for thetaxi driversin Golmud andthelocal
econony, still the Golmud people hdd the view that in general therailroad was
ingrumental in pushing thedevelopment further and development was essential and
crudal. Despite tha, in Golmud | also met people who were notinformed very much
abouttherailroad. A restaurant owne from Chongging said tha she did not know very
much abouttherailroad and how it would affect her busness. A Salar man from Xunhua
who managed a hotel, which | stayed in expressed the same view. Therefore, it seemstha
people were related to therailroad in different ways and affected by therailroad quite
differently.

There was a Tibetan settlement on the outskirts of Golmud. These Tibelanswere
called Shentai yimingin Chinese, which can beloosely trandated as eco-migrants. These
Tibetan nomadswere from the Kekexili areain Y ushu Tibetan AutononousPrefecture
and Chamdo County in the TAR. They were moved here for what they call environment
protection reasons Now they lived in thebrick houses and each houshold was given 500
rmb monthly to live on. The Tibetans| talked to there said tha therailroad would make
thar pilgrimageto Lhasa much easier because therailroad travel is safe andfast. Besides
this, they did not have other knowledgeaboutthe Qingha-Tibet Railroad.

My Qinghai-Tibet Railroad Trip

On July 15,1 hoppeal onthetrain departing from Xining to Lhasa. It left Xining at
8:15in theevening. The passenges on thetrain were amog all Han tourists. They were
fromall over China There was a groupof people from Shangha and ayoungcouple
from Wuhan and there were two or three families from Guangdongin our car. It was a
hard-seat car (ch. yinwo chexiang). They were al tourists who pad for ther tickets at a
much highe price than theofficial price because it was notorioudy difficult to buyatrain
ticket. | boughtmy ticket ten daysin advance andwaited in linefor fourhours early in
themorning.

In Xining thetaxi driverstold me tha this summer there were more tourists than
ever before. All the hotelsin Xining were fully occupied. A travel agency manager told



me that there are more tourists because the people who are traveling to L hasa would
nomally stopin Xiningfor afew daysto adjus themselves to the climate on theplateau.

They were smply mesmerized by the beautiful scenery outside the window.
There were dways waves of excitement and admiration fromthetravelers uponseeing
theantelopes grazing notfar fromtherailroad and the magnificent snow mountinsin the
distance. For theHan passengeasthe Tibet plateau was filled with wondes. Therailroad
broughtthe nature close to them. The passenga's were holding cameras and getting ready
to take pictures of thelovdy sights. Throughoutthe joumey the passenge's talked about
therailroad and were impressed by the beautiful scenery therailroad broughtthem. There
are some mgjor stationsalongtheroute from Xining to Lhasa. Golmudis a major stop.
We arrived there at thedawn of thenext day. After thetrain left Golmud thetrain started
to climb up steadily onto the heart of the Tibet Plateau. From Golmudto Lhasa as the
train thundeed on a beautiful and condantly changing picture of naked naure was
unfolding in front of the passenge's. The black nomadsttents looked like black dots on
the green pasture; the snowcapped mountinslooked like the pillars suppoting the blue
sky and thewhile paches of cloudsdanced over them. Riding thetrain to Lhasa becomes
acomfortable way to see the beauty of nature still preserved onthe Tibet Plateau.

People who had money and time were eager to make therailroad joumey to Lhasa
paticularly in thefirst few weeks of theopaations Thetrain riderstha | talked with told
me they jug wanted to enjoy the experience ridingthetrain to Lhasa. They did not
paticularly complain aboutthe high prices they pad for thetickets. They thoughtthat it
was worth it. Mog of them said that they would fly back hone. | learned tha thefirst
travelers onthe Qingha-Tibet Railroad were mogly beter-off Han urbanites. In fact, the
Qingha-Tibet Railroad was the mog popukr phrase tha people used and saw in the
summer of 2006and the Qingha-Tibet Railroad trip became afashionin China.

On July 1, when therailroad began trial opeationssome guidebookssuch as The
QinghatTibet Railroad Guide (ch. Qingzang Tielu LuyouZhinan) and Riding the Train
to Tibet (ch. Zuozhe Huoche Qu Xizang) came out and appeared on the book$hdvesin
thebookdores.

Nobodywas usng the oxygen tubeto breathe

The passenges praised the comforts of thetrain and the services provided onthe
train. In each car there were two attendants who were available for assistance. Before the
start of thetrain they welcomed the passenge's abroad in Chinese, Tibetan, and English.
Althoughthe attendants were Han Chinese, they had to say the greetingsin Tibetan and
English. | wastold that they went througha month@ trainingin the basic Tibetan and
English languayes. In fact, | hdped them with pronoune the Tibetan correctly. They
showed me the greeting words on a piece of pgoe. They were suppogd to be competent
enoughto communicate with the passenga'sin thdr languaye and report thetrain®®
arrival at atrain stop.

Therailroadsbecome pat of thelandsapebut it hdpsspeed up thetrangport of
people and goods GFrom July 1 when therailroad started opeationsto Octobe 8 theline
carried 65.000passengasinto Tibe and 2120000ut of theregion, said Zhao Liwei, a
publicity executive with the Qingha-Tibet Railroad Company. The cargo service, which
opened earlier on March 1, had trangported 280000 tonsof goodsinto Tibet and 12,000
tonsout of theregion.O(chinaorg.cn, XinhuaNews Agency, 10/10/2006



An article in the Lhasa Evening Newspgper on July 24 said that there were three
times more tourists than theyear before. Therailroad broughtmore touriststo the TAR.
Thelocal Tibetansand thetaxi drivers all informed that in Lhasathere were more people
than ever before. When | asked different peoplein Lhasawha they thoughtaboutthe
raillroad, there were avariety of opinions | realized tha the difference of opinion had to
do with ther age, job, ethnic background and education. However, they were talking
abouttherailroad in terms of the demographic changetha they could feel and see
immediately. Thus when they talked abouttherailroad they werereferring to therailroad
as ameansof trangorting people and goods Inded, theflows of people and goods
changeeconony, as the govenment and mog people emphasize. However, itis
important to note here tha the econormic changeleadsto the changes of sodety, culture,
religion, and education.

Lhasa, the end

Since the Qingha-Tibe Railroad jus began opeaationsit istoo early to say
exactly what impact therailroad will have onthe Tibetan people and culture. Even
thoughtthere are already some changes hgppening impressively, theimpact cannotbefelt
immediately. Theimmediate changetha people could feel and see is the outpourof
many touristsin Xining and Lhasa. Withoutdoubttherailroad is having an impact onthe
local sodety and culture as thechanges it has brought occur. However, it seems like tha
within a month® opeationsof therailroad it is difficult for mos people to realize and
feel theimpact. Perhgpsthedesp impact comes owly and takes time.

However, after talking to many people from different backgroundsin the places
alongtherailroad route, | realized tha people who were related to therailroad differently
would be affected in different ways by therailroad. People such as taxi drivers, hotel and
restaurant owners were affected the first and they felt the effects of therailroad. People
who< lives were not toudched immediately and deegply could notfigure out howthe
railroad would have a great impact onthem. Therefore they were smply speculating on
therailroad. Althoughthese people could see some changes aroundthem, they foundit
hard to relate the changes to them and point out the impact it woud have onthem as
individuds. | foundout tha there was a big difference between people knowing aboutthe
railroad dueto thar persond experiences with and relationsto therailroad.

To sumup, al | heard from my informants were the promises tha therailroad
promoters made, the concernsthey had, and various speculationsthat they made on the
raillroad. At this point people were looking at therailroad as a modeof travel. Ther views
of therailroad were assodated with travel. People were not thinking abouttherailroad in
terms of howtherailroad as a modeof travel would affect ther culture and sodety at
large | think we need to wait and see the consequences of therailroad in the future
Needless to say there are goodand bad aspects of therailroad.

What are the positive things that people say about the railroad?

A Han migrant worker from Shanxi said, O herailroad travel is safe, fast, and
comfortable.OHe had been in Lhass for three years and planned to go home by train.

A Sichuanese Taxi driver in Lhasa said, Orherailroad is brining more tourists to
Tibet. They will spend money inthe TAR and benefit thelocal people. So therailroad
will push the economy of the TAR.O



An old Chinese Mudim from Gansu said, Orherailroad is convenient, fast and
safe. It takes only 28 housto get home by train now. When | first cametothe TAR in
1977it took 12 daysto get here from Golmud. Now the high altitudesicknessis not
problem because there is oxygen supply onthetrain.O

An old Lhasawoman said, O would like to ridethe train to Qingha to visit Sku
GumMonastery.O

A Sichuanese restaurant owner said, Orherailroad is goodfor the people who
come to Lhasato work. Therailroad has madeit easy for them to go home.O

A Tibetan woman from Sichuan said, Orherailroad will help develop the
economy.O

A youngTibetan girl said, Orherailroad will hdp disseminae the Tibetan culture
and more people will come to know aboutthe Tibetan culture. And with therailroad it
becomes convenient for the Tibetan students like me studying outsideto return home
during the school breaks.O

A Lhasaman said, Orherailroad will raise people@® standads of living. There will
be more goodsavailable and the prices will go down.O

What are the negative things that people say about the railroad?

A youngTibetan man said, Orhe presence of a overwhdmingly large number of
Han people in the TAR would push the Tibetan culture into the marginsand make the
Chinese culture maingream. Tha means tha the Tibetan languaye would become
margindized. Nowadays thelocal Tibetansin Lhasa are coming to thecondusonthat it
isuslessto study the Tibetan languaye because it would hdp them find agoodand easy
employment. The Tibetan monasteries are becoming commercialized and opaatingin a
very commercial way. Themonasteries have log the peacefulness.

A groupof Tibetan pilgrims from Qingha said, ONow there are more and more
Han people and Lhasa will soonbecome like acity in theinterior Chinese cities (nadi
chengdhi). Tha@ nat goodO

Oneold woman said, Orhere were many godsroaming aroundin the pagt, but
now the dogshave disappeared because the Han people eat dogmeat. It is also the same
for thefish in therivers. Now there are less and less Tibetanswearing Tibetan clothes on
the street. When there are more people it would damage the environment. OAlso she
added, GIDnly afew Tibetansgo out so therailroad would notbe particularly goodfor
usOA Tibetan man also expressed the view. He said, O\ very few Lhasa people go out.
Therailroad has madeit easy for the Lhasa people to travel to the outside places. In the
past people would ridebuses to travel or fly if they had money.O

A youngHan man from Beijing who runsa bar near Bakhor said, ONow Xizang is
notfun asit used to bebefore. Thetraditiond and ethic stuff is dowly disappearing. For
this reason many tourists are disappointed. There are more moden buildingsbeng built.
A few days ago a bund of usbiked to Namtso Lake and we saw it was pretty dirty.O

A Han girl from Chengdusaid, O have been here for a couple of times now. It is
notas goodas it was before. | like Lhasa becoming like Shangha.O

Now therailroad has linked L hasa with many places and has make it easy for
people to enter Tibe. Theticket prices are not very expendve and people with different
backgroundscan come. Now there are more Han people begging Osaid ayoung Tibetan
girl studyingin Beijing.



OneTibetan girl workingin a Tibetan restaurant near the Jolkang Temple said,
Orhere are more and more Han people coming to settle down here. They will take away
ourjobsin thefuture if notsoonO

A Japanese woman said, Orherailroad will bevery bad for the environmentO



