Date

 

To: The French Department llreed@reed.edu
 

From:  Full Name

Full Address

Email

 

Re: Corrine and C.L.M. Pouteau Travel Grant Proposal

 

 

List of current and past French courses:

Reed Courses:

French 381- 20th Century French Poetics

French 210

French 110

Study Abroad Courses:

La peinture française du XIXe siècle

Litterature française du XIXe siècle

Histoire de fous

High school courses:

Beginning, intermediate, and advanced French

 

Prior experience or study in a French-speaking country:

I lived in Paris from September of 2008 until mid January of 2009 where I studied at French universities. I also did a little traveling outside Paris, in France and in the French-speaking region of Switzerland.

 

Project description:

Countries: Cameroon and Switzerland and France

Dates: May 17-June 13

Institution: WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms)

 

For this grant, I propose a four-week trip to two French-speaking countries, Cameroon and Switzerland, through a program called WWOOF. WWOOF is a volunteer organization in which the volunteer contacts a farm belonging to the WWOOF network and notifies the farm of when he would like to volunteer.  In return for the volunteer’s work on the farm, the host gives the volunteer food and shelter.  Through WWOOF, I would spend two weeks working on an organic, French-speaking farm in both Switzerland and Cameroon.  I would start in Cameroon and then travel to Switzerland.  Although I am not a French major, French literature is a strong interest, and I would like to continue taking French classes at Reed and continue improving my French.  I also would like to incorporate my French studies with my thesis that I will be writing in the fall. This trip would complement these interests, as it would give me an experience different from my study abroad experience, both linguistically and culturally.  My study abroad experience greatly enhanced my ability to understand and read the language, but my spoken fluency remains rather basic.  By living and working with a small community or family, I would be forced to speak French regularly, as opposed to listening to lectures in a classroom.  I am also curious to see how the French spoken in Cameroon differs from French spoken in France or Switzerland.  Finally, I am curious if and how the language of the professional or academic French-speaking realm differs from that of the vocational or common French-speaking realm.  Culturally, I would be exposed to different ways of living, which I hope will affect the ways that I choose to live, as I will be exposed to alternative ways in which people support themselves.  Furthermore, I would like to return to France after my studies at Reed and work, and this travel would help facilitate that by improving my French and by giving me an opportunity to work abroad. 

 

I am also currently in the process of applying for an internship with a program called “langue et nature” offered through CUPA where I would teach English for four to six weeks in Mayenne.  If I were granted this internship, the program would cover the cost of transportation from Switzerland to Mayenne.  Thus, I would spend four weeks as a volunteer in Cameroon and Switzerland, and then I would work as an intern for four weeks in France. 

 

 

Project Budget:

One-way flight to Cameroon: $1,336

One-way flight to Geneva: $730

I know that this exceeds the $1,500 limit. Can the grant cover $1500 of the airfare?

 

