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Human Subjects Research Committee (HSRC)

Appendix C

Request for Waiver of Written Informed Consent

I. Waiver of Written Informed Consent

Written consent may be waived for this research because:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The only record linking the participant and the research would be the consent document AND the principal risk to participants is potential harm resulting from breach of confidentiality via the consent document. 

OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The research presents no more than minimal risk of harm to participants (for example, none of the risks in Section F.2) and involves no procedures for which written consent is normally required outside of the research context.

Note:  If a waiver of written consent is granted by the HSRC, verbal or passive consent must be sought and documented.  Example consent forms for verbal and implied consent can be found on the HSRC website under “Proposal Resources”.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In place of written consent, I will obtain verbal/spoken consent.  Describe how verbal consent will be documented.

     
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In place of written consent, I will obtain implied consent.  Implied consent occurs when the consent elements have been communicated to potential participants in advance and the participant's choice to participate is reflected by an action.  For example, on questionnaires or surveys, the necessary consent elements can be written at the beginning of the document or packet of documents and consent provided by the act of returning the document(s).  The announcement of a meeting at which observations will be made or tasks performed can include the consent elements, and consent provided by participants choosing to be present.  

Note: The HSRC does not allow consent to be provided by the failure to return a consent document (for example, parental consent cannot be inferred from the failure to return a consent document sent home with the child or mailed to the parent).

Describe how implied consent will be documented.

     
II. Waiver of Informed Consent

In certain cases, the requirement for consent can be waived altogether.  ALL of the following conditions must be met in order for the research to be eligible for a waiver:

1. The research presents no more than minimal risk of harm to participants.

2. The waiver will not adversely affect the rights and welfare of the participants.

3. The research could not practicably be carried out without the waiver.

4. Whenever appropriate, the participants will be provided with additional pertinent information after participation.       
Please outline your arguments in support of this request.
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