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1.  Briefly describe the project.  Include in your description your research hypothesis or question, 
and how the information you gain will advance your research hypothesis or question. 
 
 
 
2.  Specify the sites, groups, and/or organizations you plan to study (be as specific as possible). 
 
 
3.  If your research is based on observations of public or semi-public events (e.g. mass, 
congregational prayers, public lectures, public rituals, etc.): 
 

A.  Briefly describe the event(s) and what you plan to observe. 
 
 B.  If asked by participants, how would you explain your presence at the event? 
 
 C.  Do you plan to make audio or video recordings of the event? 
 
  ____ Yes   ____ No  

 
If yes, explain reasons for recording the event and the procedures for attaining 
consent. 
 

 
 
 
4.  If you plan to conduct interviews or questionnaires: 

 
A.  Explain your criteria for identifying and recruiting participants.  Attach any 
advertisements or scripts that may be used in the process of recruitment.  Specify if any 
incentives will be offered for participation. 

 
 

B.  Describe what participants will be asked to do (include number and length of 
interviews, types of questions that will be asked).  If you are conducting a questionnaire, 
please attach a copy. 
 
 
C. Describe how you plan to gain consent for your research.  If written consent will be 
sought, attach a copy of the informed consents script; otherwise, include an approximate 
script below.  In seeking consent, you should inform participants in non-specialist terms 
the purpose of your project, what you plan to do with the research, and whether or not 
confidentiality will be assured and if so how.  You also need to explicitly inform 
participants that their participation is completely voluntary and that they may refuse to 
answer any questions and/or stop their participation at anytime.   
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E.  Explain how you plan to record interviews and/or questionnaires conducted.  If 
confidentiality is assured to participants, identify the procedures through which you will 
maintain confidentiality.  

 
5.  If the content of your interviews, recordings of public events, and/or results of your 
questionnaires read or heard by others, would this be likely to place the participants at risk of 
status loss or some other social and legal difficulty?   

 
___Yes   ____No (describe) 

 
If you answer yes to the above questions, explain what you will do to protect informants 
from these risks. 
 


